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My Worthily Honoured Friend 


oy 6 CG. of A.  Eſwir 


Dear Sir, 

38 8 2225 S3SHE Stoicks S ko rank'd al 
__ we £ the concerns of man under 
78 ® theſe two heads, "tif iu.and 
| ! a$:are 


þ 7441s i, ſuch things: 


JK under /the juriſdiCtion 'and; 
EF SSES SS command of his 'Will, and 
fockes as are.not,.. In the former every Virtuo- 
ſo of the Sect fancied: bimſelF an the. Poets 


Tronie to be uno minor ove, an Imperial Mo- 


narch , and his 'Throne but one (tep below 
Fupiters, his Will his Scepter , and his Paſh- 
ons his'Emyire. And -whoever had not ad- 
vanc'd untothis Soveraignty withun hifniſelf, 


was tobe no Saintin their Calendar, noKing 


in their Chronicle, For the latter (I mean the 
various'/ renconcres :and occurrents of life, 

which they never:challeng'd for any Sub) ets 
& hoy —_ _ OP ſend _ | 


| T2] 
to their-reſpeCtive Lords and Maſters, eſpeci- 
ally co the Lord Paramount of all) rhey 
ſeem'd to have verie little or ro concern, en- 
joyning their Diſciples to-lye with as much 
eaſe and ſatisfaCtion in Phalaris's Bull, as on 
a Bed of Down: Now , Sir, though 1 look 
upon'theſe Stoicks as meer HeCtors in Pta- 
Etical Philoſophie, yet ſo far we-agree,'that 
men ought tobe ſevere ahd curious in'the me- 
nage of what is any way in their Power, to 
provide; hoveſt theugs in the foght of God and 
Man," Bacas foriuch events as no Wiſdom, 
or V ixtue of theirs can hinder, 4am» nie =33n, 
tobe. content with what comes next, and in 
2ll to aftand ſuffer wie xy, as becomes men 
of Reaſon 'and Magnanumitie, 'or rather as 
becomes the ſpirit ofa Chriſtian. 
Þ-— (re Ges whore Preface may 
mvate to 10tme Er CX t100s 
tliew Lhave defign'd it for: The —_ is, 1 
ſhould be heartily aſham'd ro give your the 
trouble that follows,bur for ſome more 
(reaſons I cannot call them, but) oxthbons 
then I could ar fir{t Imagine 5 and which: I 
ſhall freely :depofice in your bolome: at our 
- nexemeeting,! oo | a 
"0 Þ- | | S F e 
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We live, Sr, in 2 world thar lies in folly 
and wickedneſs,and though the Grace of God 
(wichout which we are nothing) may'ſecure 
us from ſcandal, or any deſerved blame from 
man, yet it does not exempt us from ma- 
lice, or mittakes in others, nor from the 
ſtroke of a fooliſh or reproachful Tongue! 
The lait cime Ten = contentment ne: ſee 
; you were pleaſed to mention a late ſenſ- 
Mi ty ridiculous Pampblet, wherein the _ 
accompliſhed 'Publiher (*ris a;pity he con- 
ceal'd his Name, otherwiſe 'tis like enough, it 
might have made woe ſufficient: ) He, I ſay, 
has lately Printed a certam Prophecy preten- 
ded to be Thomas Beckets, where! after ſome 
very irreverent and -rudely ſimple RefleCti- 
ons upon divers Eminent and Worthy Per- 
fons (that could no way become brs qui/l. to 
mention) He quotes a Letter of mine-writ- 
ten to a private Friend (Mr, T,) a grave Di- 
vine m the: Country, and 2 conſtant honeſt 
Member of the Church of Eng/and: where 
alſoto the high uncwility of naming Me upon 
' that occaſion, he thought fit to ſuper-add this 
either hafty or mpudenc untruth, that I (a- 
morgſt ſo many ef worthier names) delivered 
"= 


® 
<> * 
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as my own judgment what he has plac'd in the 
Margin -of that Prophecy, 1 may poſſibly 


know: the firſt Letter of the Publiſhers Name 
(with its alras,if ithaveone) butout of my re- 
ſpeCt to his ſuppos'd Profeſſion, I think not fic 
to mention my conjectures of it um this paper, 
Onely Sir, I have received ſuch a Character 
of him I take tobethe man, from ſome of un- 
_ queſtionable credit, that know hum very well, 
as tenders him very capable of doing ſuch or 
far nobler exploits, whereof he may in due time 
give ſome account to his Superiors, -| | |, | -; 
But Sir, to preſent you with a true and 
plain account of the whole matter on! my 
\ Part, thus it was, . A. lictleafrer Chriſtmas 
/ (as I remember) chat pretended Propheſie 
was brought from Abingdon to: this Town, 
and ſounding in the general ſuch a Harmony 
to the genius of the 'T'ime, it preſently became 
both the Muſick and diſcourſe of all, not as 


the Publiſhers Ingenuity has. phraſed it, the 


unanimous reſolve of all --- as if forlooth a 
Convocation had been call'd about it : This 


pretended Prophecy was, ' 1 confeſs, ſent by 


me incloſed in aLetter as the Newes of the 
Townto Mr,Teates, togerhes wich a ſmall key 


% þ- 


T 


\ þ- 


T 
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. tothe Textin the Margyn, which Iborrowed 
fox that occaſion of the common Diſcourſe ; 


and indeed, excepting but one clauſe (for the 
barbarous Latine- in another, is not conſ1- 
derable) I ſee nothing in the Prophecy of fo 
much depth, as to need a Delian Diver 
( of which ſort 1 am far from being one my 
ſelf) to fetch it up, ' 'The Comment Sir was 


none of mine more then the bare Tran- 


{cribing ; and this is all I am reſpon- 
ſible for : the Ingenious Publiſher muſt an- 


| ſwer for the reſt, So that if you will have 


the ſtate of the caſe laid in ſhort before you, 
you:know well enough it will amount to this 
concluſion-; I wrote a Letter to a Friend, 
wherein I inclos'd a piece of innocent Newes,, 


- generally diſcourſed oft, and receiv'd with 


much ſeeming contentment by all, and the 
Publiſher chovght fit, in the depth of his wiſ- 
dom, to give it Preſs-mony, that ſo it might 
march along with him in his hungry (af not 


' worſe)deſign, for the comfort and ſatisfattion of 


all bis. Majeſties loving Subjefts, Now Sir , 
to this day; Iam fo Gall of apprehenſion, as 
(after all ney pains and cjelin of reſearch) . 
not tounderſtand where lies my fault, For as 


þ to 


[6] 
to the 76%" ii; ] grant it was in my power to 
write,or not, to Gadheardch ( nay generally 
applauded ) News, or not; and ſoit is, and 
has been in the powerof worthier men then my 
ſelf, who yet have not been afraid to uſe their | 
liberty for fear of a ſmall free-boter in the way, 
that mighe peſſibly make prize of the frait, 
As for the taking and expoſing of it to open 
Port-fale, with a flouriſh of foolery and non»! 
ſenſe into the bargain, I take my ſelf to be no 
way concern'd in that, pſe viderit, | 

Sir, Imuſtagam orofch to you'my ſhame, 
that I ſhould cauſam dicere in ſuch a very trifle, 
in which I have no ground of doubt, but-that 
beſides your ſelf, I have many worthy 
and readie compurgators, whoſe quality , 
judgement , and honeſty, are my. fuffici. 
ent. protection againſt ſuch a nothing as 'this, 
Neither is itthat I fancy my name (whichyet 
ſhould be valuable to my ſelf )of any fuch con-- 
{1deration, as that you, or any 6ther of my 
worthy Frinds ſhould be much concern'd wy 
its defence, But feeing ſo many other both: 
greater & better names embarqu'd in the'fame' 


paſſive contumely, Thope Imay have leaveto) | L 


 uſerhis Letter of Repriſal; 
not too much) of that, 


foenough (if 
As 


| i 
» AS for my own Judgment of that, or any 
_ other I__ of the like nature, I ſhall 
briefly and freely impart 1t to you thus ; 1 
deny not | 
+ 1, But that perſons of little or no acquain- 
tance with the Spirit of Truth and Holineſs 
may yer be endued with a Spirit ef Propheſie. 
Thus was Balaam who loved the wages of int- 
uitie, a man whoſe eyes were open ( as he 
| vt of himſelf ) enabled ( amongit o- 
ther leſs concernments ) to point unto the 
- Star of acob, to Chriſt himſelf, And I have 
no cauſe ta doubt of the ſame znfluxus Pro- 
icus ( or Prophetical Spirit) in the old 
Heathen Sybils, ſome of which you know are 
quoted by Virgil, and their fam'd wa ar 
 mention'd in the genera] by C:cero mn his Books 
_ of Divination, and parfKularly ſet down by 
Euſebius, vay their A 


- the Primitive ( eſpecially of the Crreek ) Fa- 
'  thers, You have their Poems and Propheſies 
compil'd in this lalt Age intoone Volume by 
Opſopeus, though ( as he complains himſelf ) 
with ſeveral juſtlie ſuſpected Interpolations 
and | Corruptians.,.., which may. pals cucher 
vet - B amone(t 


uthority urged ad Homt- ve vin 
nes againſt the Infidel Heathens ly ſeveral of <2** 


\ 4 


—— 
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amoneſt the ji# fraxdes,or (trong Credulities, 
or ſome —_ misfortunes of times 
and perſons, from whuch no age, and perhaps 
but few of the more eminent elder Writings - 
of Reli ion -_ —— = fuch 
Pro re were,. at they deli- 
rl porn 1629 of Chrilt hamſelf, l fee NO 
cauſe to queſtion, with the good leave of an 
Excellentand Learned Perſon, who has ar- 
ved the contrarie , but upon ſuch grounds as 
I am confident his great Abilities had not ex- 
actly weigh'd, and which are ſufficiently re- 
futed by our Learned Montague m his Appa- 
ratxs, And the reaſon is plainly and briefly 
this, becauſe the Spirit of Propheſie is not 
ratia gratum faciens , but gratis data [as the 
School: have phras'g it, )conferr'd ſomerumes, 
upon ſuch as neicheFwell underſtand, nor be 
any way. ſuitably affeEted with their own 
prexdiEtions: and it is I-muſt confeſs que- 
Honable ro me, whether ſuch Revelations 
of the way, the truth, axd the life, though 
ſomewhat dark and enigmarical to the Gen- 
tile World of old, and thoſe advantapes 
which are (though more remotely ) in the 
power of the Heathen world co make oſe of 


HOW 


ſo]. 
| nowby their aCtual,or poſſible commerce with 
Chriftendome, will totally acquit them in 
the Day of Judgemenc from a peſetrve Infide- 
ly, fuch at lealt indireftly and b jutt mnter= 
pretation ; ſeeing it isnot ignorance which ex- 
cuſes, but that which is abſolugely invincible, 
nor 15 i a ſufficient difcharge-to any man 
from his dutic that he had not the pronulga- 
tion of the Law, unleſs upon the ate of all the 
means that were morally poſhible he yet re- 
mauns #1 ignorance that ſuch a Law there is. 
Buc I find my felf on a ſudden (when I 
thought I bad been coatting along the ſhore) 
mn 2 wide working Sea , tis tune for me to 
make to Land again : for though it-were no 
unpaſhibllitic to enlarge into a Volume v 
this Theme, and that which occa{ion'd it, 
yet I muſt cemember I am writing a Let- 
ter, and that we may farther diſcourſe it , 
when you pleaſe and Cod ſhall permit. 

Nor 2. dol queſtion but even {uce tne 
great infuſion of the Holy Grholt upon the 
Apoltolique times, meneminent for SarCtity 
and Holineſs of Life, may -be infpu'd with 
power to foretcl fome ginngs to come, For 
what wonder if they: + ſo wth 
votls oy” _ with. 


be, 4 SY =. WY"% . _ 
T a_— a. [ 


[ 10 ] 

with Heaven, and lean as it were with Sane 
Fobn in the Boſome of Chriſt, be ſometimes 
admitted to his open Breſt 2 The _—_— 
I confeſs inno Age after that of the Apoltles 
are numerous , nor is there any ſuch viſible 
neceſſity of Prophetical ſpirits faves , as then, 
and inthe general (ard almoſt continued) great 
Apoſtacies under the Law, Befides the gifts 
of the ſpirit arc his own, and he diſpenſes 
them as he pleaſes, However I could furniſh 

ou (though Ibelieve your own indefatiga- 

le reading may ſave me the labour) with ſe- 
veral inſtances in ſome few later Centuries 
of uuqueſtionable reputation, But as for 0- 
ther vagrant Prediftions which flye about a- 
mong the Vulgar, I look upon the moſt as 
poor eaſie cheats and meer defignes, (though 
of ſeveral complexions) and I think it were no 
difficult matter for a man of ordinarie parts 
to make twenty ſuch in a day : for either 
{pardon the ſolceciſme) they are made poſt is - 
um, and ſo are not PradiCtions, but Hiſto- 
ries, (of which ſort no doubt the world ts full) 
or they are ſagitte volantes in tenebris, arrows 
ſhor at futuritic upon adventure,which flying 

in the dark may be thought to fall whither 


F 11} 
. they were.never directed, unleſs out of a de- 
cettful Bow. 

Barclay (as I remember) in his Icon Animo- 
rum, 1s very peremptory in his Character of 
the Engliſh (Crenws, Gens Anglorum ſemper de- 
dita Prophetus, that we are great admirers of 
' Prophecies, he means it I ſuppoſe of che com- 
mon ſort, Perhaps he had ſeen or heard of 
an Ac of Parliament in Edw, the Sixth's time, 
which looks ſeverely u por that piece of curi- 
olity, and thence po-libly took the meaſures 
of his conjeEture, and for my part, I intend 
no petition for the Abrogation of that Law, 
*Baronius ad ann, 198, tells us of Marcus Au- 
. relius the Emperour, chat he baniſhed ( rele- 
gavit n Inſ! ulam,) one that, had foretold the 
Tyranny of the Rebel Caſſixs, and withall 
made a Law (as he quotes it out of Modeſt:- 
us) that all ſuch Prophets ſhould expect the 
ſame puniſhment, 2: aliquid fagerent quo le- 
ves hominum anini. ſuperſtitione numams- terre- 

rentur, deſigning ( as he thinks) eſpecially che 
Chriſtians; which if, it were 4 the chief 
round of his miſtake, was no doubt his mi- 
cg but, ſetting that aſ1de, the Law mighe 
be rational, For experience Sent in- 
2a | orms. 


[12) 
forms us how the doting humour that raigns 
among the vulgar upon theſe humane (and 
commonly deſign'd) prediQtions , takes them 
off from the nobler and more Chriftian Con- 
templarions of their Duty both to God and 
man, T have often wonder'd to obſerve men 
that my Charity bids me hope are Pious, and 
that are otherwiſe learned and ſober, foſick of 
chis diſeaſe. : 

For the Scriptural Prophecies, which are 
_ either known or handſomely ſuppos'd to have 
had their accompliſhment already, we have 
more cauſe ro applaud, then condemn their 
Induſtry, who have rationally attempted to 
prve them more light tothe world ; tis a pity 
if the clouds and miſts which vaile the face of 
humane Story and Chronology, have m any 
circumſtance mjur'd the ſucceſs, and ſet lear- 
ned Brethren as well by the ears, as the ton- 

oues, together in dah, But as for. the 
reſt, chat ate yer but in the womb of Hiſtory, 
cor Providence if you pleaſe) the time of their 
Birety being ſo very uncertain; if men will 
needs be Grodfarhers, me thinks they might 
have patience till the Child be born, and not 
by their haſty confidence force it out mto = 
oY | WOL 
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world before its time, Tamnot cenſurg the 
model(t or m__— conjectures of men m 
theſe caſes, but m our converſe with'the Bi- 
ble, Iwiſh the humour were not fo common 
of beginning at the wrong end, and fo conning 
the Revelation before Gengfes, rolling the Pro- 
phetical ' Scriptures with deltght under our 
rongaes, but cither ſpitting out, or baſtily 
ſwallowmg unchew'd the plam and practical 
dictates of the Holy (tholt, Nor is our 
modeſty here a {lur upan the darker Oracles 
of God, as if they were delivered m yan, 
He bath ſhewed thee, O man, ſays the Prophet, 
what zs good; he has writ thy duty with a Sun- 
beam, and if im ſame more ſpeculative con- 
cerns the cloud dwells upon the Sacred 'T'a- 
| bernacle, yet even there alſo, the glory of the 
Lord rs, Ibleſs Qod for Saint Fobns 
Apocalypſc,as well as for the more lightſome 
Scriptures, and I hope receive by its 
darkelt pieces, thongh 1 cannot appr 
with one of our Country-men, that m thus, or 
the ocher paſlage, fuch of fuch an Exy/h 

eat Lordby Name) is deſ1gn'd, 'The num- 
Por 666, which of late has made ſomuch noe 
in the world, and is by many lookt upon as 


fatal 
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Fatal to this preſent year, I meet with in that 
Sacred Book, but' whether it muſt needs be 
applicd to the courſe of time,8&'if fo, whether 
to our computation of the year,T have neither 
the $skill nor confidence to aflert. However, I 
cannot but applaud-the very ingenious La- 
bours of ſundry late Writers upon that Pro- 
pherical number,eſpecially thoſe of Mr, Potter, 
and of a nameleſs Author in a {mall Book of 
his Printed ann,662, Intituled, Chriſt and An- 
tichriſt, or 666 multiplyed by 2 ,, who has trod 
adifferent path from all others I know off in 
his new Algebra of two years, and ;, in both 
which, (though I dare not ſay there is demon- 
tration enough in. either to ſatisfie the  judg- 
ment, yet) certainly there is: carioſity enough 
to entertain a Learned Fancy with delight, _ 

- But Srr, neither the Prophecie which gave 
occaſion to this Letter (nor any of the like na- 
ture) muſt chink to come in competition with 
thoſe that own no other but the Father of 
Lights for theirs, SEV 

For the pretended: Author of the former, 
or any Prophecie of his, I have- but little to 
ſay. Our Chronicle has given us ſuch an ac-_ 
count. of him, as that. (excepting. his zeal for 


[13] TL 
his Holineſs) T can find no\ traces of extra: 
ordinarie SarCtitie , as might entitle him to 
thegift of Prophecie,and upon what other ac- 
count he ſhould be capacicated for it, Iknow 
not, 

Bur, $ ir, we have a more ſ ure Word of Pro- 
phecte, unto which we ſhall do well if we take heed, 
without regard to idle Dreams, or ſtudied 
Deluſtons, or humane pretended Revelations 
whatſoever, This every where acquaints us 
that if we Repent, iniquitic ſhall not be our 
ruine,but if we ſhall tz do wickedly,the juſt 
Crod can Plague us yet ſeaven times more for our 
Abomunations, 'til we know that the Moſt Hegb 
Ruleth in the Kingdomes of Men, and that he 
will not be mocked or brav'd by Worms of 
the Earth, And had we ſtore of ſuch examples 
as Your Self, S$:r , who think it no ſoleciſm 
to be Grreat and Crood , then why might not 
' Davids Motto be Englands too, Zuem T imebo? 

Of whom ſhall I be afraid? But as Plime 
minds me, Et hoc amantis eſt parce laudare: I _ 
ſhall releaſe your modeſtie , and diſcharge 
your trouble from this Paper with one word, 
_ which I dare ſay yon will own for the Child 
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| not of my Tongue, but of my Heart,name| ; 
tha I am by a Thouſand Obligations, bue by 


none more then thoſe of E 
Worth and V irtue, PT MT Ive 


Dear and Worthy Sir, 


Your ever moſt Affetonate 


Servant, * 


'F. 


